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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir- 



Pursuant to 3 7 C.F.R. §1.97, as revised on February 4, 
1992, 1135 OG 23-24, Applicants hereby call the Examiner's 
attention to documents listed on the attached form, which 
documents may be material to the examination of this 
application. A copy of each of the documents is enclosed 
herewith for the Examiner's consideration. 

No inference should be drawn that any apparatus disclosed 
is equivalent to the subject invention. Also, the citation of 
the above-discussed documents is not to be construed as an 
assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in 

existence. Citation of any document herein is not to be 
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construed as an admission that any subject matter disclosed in 
the document is necessarily within the inventive field of 
endeavor, that any disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a 
particular date which may be relevant to the instant patent 
application, and/or that any disclosure is otherwise necessarily 
prior art with respect to the instant invention. 

Applicants also respectfully reserve the right to later set 
forth how the instant invention is distinguished over the 
disclosure of any document or other art, including the 
disclosure of those documents discussed herein, that may be 
cited by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present patent 
application . 

As this IDS is based on a European search report dated 
January 7, 2003, which is within the last three months, no fee 
is believed necessary. If a fee should be required, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 50/1039. 



COOK, ALEX, MCFARRON, MANZO, 
CUMMINGS Sc MEHLER, LTD. 
200 West Adams Street - #2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 236-8500 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 
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C mpl t if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/840,584 



4-23-01 



Kazutaka Inukai 



2823 



Coleman. William D 



SEL-254 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
oiieu LJucujTieni 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages. Columns. Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Appear 


Kind Code 2 
Number , v 

[if known) 






6,362,798 




Kimura et al. 


03-26-2002 








6,034,659 




Wald et al. 


03-07-2000 








5,543,947 




Mase et al. 


08-06-1996 








5.936.686 




Okumura et al 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Appear 


T 6 


Office 


Kind Code 5 

3 Number* (ifknown) 








EO 0 750 288 


A2 


Kabushiki Kaisha Toshiba 


12-27-1996 












EP 1 003 150 


A1 


Seiko Epson Corporation 


05-24-2000 • 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

+ Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office Washington DC 20231 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington DC 20231 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 
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of 
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Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/840,584 



April 23. 2001 
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SEL-254 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials' 



Cite 
No. 1 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 



English Abstract of WO-99-48978, 8-23-1999 



European Search Report dated 1-7-03 for EP 01 11 0471 
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Date 

Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office Washington DC 20231 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington DC 20231 



